SOUTHAMPTON

ANNA THRONE-HOLST

TOWN OF

Supervisor

116 Hampton Road, Southampton, NY 11968

Telephone: (631) 283-6055
Fax: (631) 287-5708
athrone-holst@southamptontownny.gov

Dear Business Owner,
As you may have read, the Town of Southampton has adopted a ban on single-use plastic bags which
will go into effect on Earth Day, April 22, 2015. The new local law is an exciting opportunity to
make a significant environmental impact as neighboring
municipalities – East Hampton Town, East Hampton Village,
Sagaponack Village, Southampton Village, Village of North
Haven, and Quogue Village – have all worked jointly to adopt
this legislation with the goal of eliminating single-use plastic
bags, and encouraging residents to bring their own bags.
As a local retailer, we are writing to ensure you are aware of the details of the legislation and to invite
you to participate in the public awareness campaign leading up to April 22 that is designed to ensure
the public and businesses are well informed about the transition away from plastic bags.
Here are the key components of the new local law, a complete copy of which is enclosed:
1. Only the single-use plastic bags typically issued at checkout are banned.
2. Produce bags are not banned.
3. Plastic bags that are 2.25 mils thick or greater are considered reusable bags, and are not banned.
4. Paper bags are permitted as long as they are 100% recycled material and display the words
“recyclable” or “reusable.”
The Town’s Sustainability Committee is planning a series of outreach efforts leading up to and
including Earth Day. There are opportunities for interested businesses to participate in these efforts by
hosting or sponsoring reusable bag giveaways, posting signage, or distributing literature. If you are
interested in becoming involved with this public awareness program, please call 702-2440 or email us
at WeBagtoDiffer@southamptontownny.gov.
For additional information please visit us at http://www.southamptontownny.gov/WeBagtoDiffer.

Sincerely,

Anna Throne-Holst

Bradley Bender
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As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the indicated meanings:

CHECKOUT BAG - A carryout bag that is provided to a customer at the point of
sale. The term “checkout bag” does not include plastic produce bags or plastic bags
measuring 28 inches by 36 inches or larger in size.

Bradley Bender and Councilwoman Bridget Fleming are on file in the Town Clerk’s Office,
Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Updated: 12/18/2014 2:53 PM by Kim Ottati

PLASTIC PRODUCE BAG - A flexible container made of very thin plastic material
with a single opening that is used to transport produce, meats or other items
selected by the customers to the point of sale.
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