SOUTHAMPTON
HISTORY OF WORLD'S WAR WORK
NEW YORK STATE HISTORY
Name in full and rank .. Steuart Davis,lieutenant Commander,U,S.N,R.F.

i nization: Naval Reserve Force Ship Second Naval District

Place and date of enlistment . NeWport R.I.,February 24th,1917
Place and date of discharge Orded to-inactive .duty .March. 4,1919.
Military camps with dates
Date of trip overseas and return

Deseribe below service as you saw it, battles and engagements, ete., also interest-
ng items of historic value. Give account of all medals, citations and certificates of merit

awarded you. Your photograph is especially requested. Are you a member of the Mal-

colm White Post, No. 433, American Legion? If so, note it below
enber of Admiral Ushers commlttee
yachts on the Atlantic Coast.

March 12,1917 dstailed By Adniral ins to take
organ i Second Naval District Reserve Force a
FeComsenistions for the Goask hefence for the Dietrist. Aasiiiens

s Conmander Newport Patrol,also Execative Officer of Naval

to enroll all motor boats and

entire charge of

971 a duty as Commander Inspection Section,This

ity conslsted of all inspeciion of the Second Naval District(maternl
e e

Novenber 28, 1917 appointed
Vessel Board

March 8, 1918 assuned duties s Ald For Information Second Naval
District.

Senior Membor of the Joint Merchant

Marcha? 1916 at ay request,I was dtached fron duties as Commander
El

Menb

Inspection Section and Senio; 0t Vessel Board.
Waile perforning the above duties T served on nine General Court
Martial Boards as flenior member and men!
Appolated Historian by order of The Secretary of the Navy to coapile
data for the istory of the War from April 6, 1917 tocessation
hostilitie
Books written
Dletrict Infornstion Service in ar end in Peace”
Conaended by Navy Departaent in letters date
Fe 1918 Office of Naval Operations
Nov: 10198 Nayallntelligence
Nol.29 1518 L 7
ec.

= n’agv;

PLEASE RETURN TO MRS. EDWARD WHITE, Southampton, N. Y.




e dary of the 1n S vy SR

Squatron until the 4ime it was merged inte iie

Bistrict is of value because it was the concrete exposition

of the idea which later was crystalized in the formation

of the United States Naval ve Force, b, it
out.Condr.Steuart Davis was the man who Sonssved the

nation wide patrol squadron formed of patriotic

Taitanan litingits squip end thnin theasslved rec o in

t1as of energency. On the sinking of the Lusitania he realise

that this Country wo be drawn into the war,and the need

of fighting the submarine with small fast ressels.Through

his efforts, organized the Volunteer Patrol Squadron

end the stimilating of Inirest throughout the o

DUL1A vensels that could be used in war. At thi

Comnander Davis was in close touch with Frankiin D.

580’ oa-dperbed vith i e plans for the crestion o

Reserve Force. In 1916 the J quadron assisted the N

RS R t sumarioas at

Block Island. The results were so succes ful that the Squadron

was enrolled 1 Austin M.Knight Commandant,ss.,

@hrpert of the Second X trict defencé) From these experiments

were planned and designed the 110 foot rine chasers waieh
¥ith our converted yachts and motor boats onssble
for sinking nore subs)than the rest of the American Navy
Previous to our entepyin the war the Patrol Squadron comprised
oy
some 600 men these formed the nucleus around which bullt up
1

tivities of the U.S.N.R.F,
n







