
Edie Windsor made history
with a lawsuit that went to
the Supreme Court and
opened the door to legalized
same-sex marriage in the
United States.

Now, six years after her
death, the former Southamp-
ton resident’s legacy is being
carried on by her widow, with
events including the renam-
ing of a street in front of
Washington Square Park in
Manhattan in her honor.

Also in June, which is Pride
month, a memorial to Wind-
sor will be unveiled in front of
Southampton Town Hall.

Judith Kasen-Windsor, who
was Windsor’s wife for the
last year of her life, said the
legendary gay rights leader’s
impact lives on.

“Her legacy is activism and
to never give up and be
strong,” Kasen-Windsor said.

Southampton Supervisor
Jay Schneiderman, who
helped spearhead the memo-
rial at Town Hall, said Wind-
sor was “a giant, even though
small in stature in physical
size. She took on an incredi-
ble challenge to overturn the
Defense of Marriage Act and
go up against the United
States of America and win.”
“She changed so many peo-

ple’s lives by laying the foun-
dation really for same-sex
marriage,” he added.
Windsor legally married

her longtime partner, noted
psychologist Thea Spyer, in
Canada in 2007. When Spyer
died in 2009, the Internal Rev-
enue Service denied Windsor
the unlimited spousal exemp-

Southamptonmemorial tohonor
same-sexmarriagepioneerWindsor

The part of the debt ceiling
deal that imposes new work re-
quirements on an older seg-
ment of the population seeking
food stamp benefits apparently
will not impact New York resi-
dents this year because of a
waiver the state received ear-
lier in the year, a spokeswoman
for Gov. Kathy Hochul said Fri-
day.

One of the hotly contested as-
pects of the debt ceiling debate
is to try to rein in federal spend-
ing centered on imposing work
requirements under the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance
Program, commonly called
food stamps, on certain individ-
uals up to age 54. Those work
requirements already affected
some people ages 18 to 49.

In normal circumstances,
childless adults in the 18-to-49
age group are subject to a time
limit rule. Under it, SNAP bene-
fits “are limited to three
months within a three-year pe-
riod, unless the individual is
working or enrolled in a work
program for 80 hours each
month,” according to a fact
sheet from Hunger Solutions
New York.

But the federal government
granted New York a waiver of
the work requirement and time
limit rule, first from Oct. 1,
2022, through Sept. 30, 2023.
The state got an extension ear-
lier this year, through Feb. 29,
2024, according to a “General
Information System message”
from the state’s Office of Tem-
porary and Disability Assis-
tance issued in February.

“New York State residents
will continue to be exempt
from SNAP work requirements
for able-bodied adults without
dependents based on a federal
waiver granted earlier this
year,” Aja Worthy-Davis, the
governor’s deputy communica-
tions director, wrote in an
email. She added, “we are
closely monitoring the changes
being discussed at the federal
level.”

A spokeswoman for the Suf-
folk County executive’s office
referred questions about the
work-requirement regulations
to the state. A spokesman for
Nassau County didn’t respond

to requests for comment.
Republicans argue expand-

ing work requirements for gov-
ernment assistance programs
will result in more people re-
turning to the workforce.

“We’re going to return these
programs to being a life vest,
not a lifestyle,” Rep. Mike John-
son of Louisiana, the vice chair
of the House Republican confer-
ence, told reporters, according
to The Associated Press.

But some nonprofit officials
said imposing work require-
ments on older adults places
more barriers on a vulnerable,
food-insecure population.

A Washington, D.C.-based
policy research organization,
the Center on Budget and Pol-
icy Priorities, was critical of the
work requirement in an article

published on its website.
“SNAP’s existing work-re-

porting requirement has
proven to be a failure,” it said,
citing the time-limit rule. “Nu-
merous studies have shown
that this requirement does not
improve employment or earn-
ings, but it does take away
SNAP’s food assistance from a
substantial share of people who
are subject to it.”

The center, which did a
state-by-state look at the num-
ber of people ages 50 to 54 who
were at risk of losing SNAP ben-
efits under the new regulation,
estimated 45,000 New Yorkers
could lose them.

Under the debt ceiling bill
Congress passed last week,
changes to the SNAP work re-
quirements would affect
50-year-olds 90 days after its en-
actment. By the beginning of
fiscal year 2023 in October, the
work rule would apply to those
age 51 to 52; and by October
2024, it would apply to those
age 53 and 54. Republicans
agreed to new exemptions to
the rule, such as for veterans
and homeless persons, among
others. President Joe Biden
signed the bill Saturday.

“Arbitrary SNAP time limits
don’t increase the workforce,
they simply take food off the
table from folks who are strug-
gling,” said Rebecca Sanin, pres-
ident and chief executive of the
Health and Welfare Council of
Long Island. “These time limit
restrictions will impact peo-
ple’s life outcomes and health
outcomes and reinforces the no-
tion that access to food is a priv-
ilege rather than a human
right.”

Kathy Rosenthal, senior vice
president for programs at the
Family Service League, a non-
profit social service agency
based in Huntington, had a simi-
lar view.

“So we’re putting older peo-
ple who may have more barri-
ers in that same bucket,” Rosen-
thal said.

“Of course it’s going to be
harder for a 54-year-old to get a
job than someone under 50.
. . . What’s happening is we’re
putting more vulnerable people
in a position to be more food in-
secure because of this work re-
quirement for those older peo-
ple,” she said.

Taking

\ The debt ceiling deal
imposes newwork require-
ments on an older segment
of the population seeking
food stampbenefits.
\ NewYorkers apparently
would not be affected
immediately, a state official
said, because of a federal
waiver of the work require-
ment the state received
through Feb. 29, 2024.
\ Republicans say expand-
ing work requirements for
government assistance
programs results inmore
people returning to the
workforce. But some non-
profit officials said imposing
work requirements on older
adults placesmore barriers
on a vulnerable, food-inse-
cure population.
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Work requirements will change
for some receiving SNAP.

Edie Windsor in 2015, as the Supreme Court affirmed the right
for all to marry including, for the first time, same-sex couples.
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tion from federal estate taxes
that married heterosexuals re-
ceived.

The government said she
owed $363,053 in taxes.

Windsor sued, arguing that
the Defense of Marriage Act,
which recognized only mar-
riages between a man and a
woman, was unconstitutional.

“This was not about the
taxes, this was not about the
money,” Kasen-Windsor said.
“This was about the fact she
was with a woman for 43¾
years . . . considered them-
selves a married couple, but
not recognized by the govern-
ment.”

In 2013, the Supreme Court
ruled in Windsor’s favor. It was
the start of the downfall of laws
limitingmarriage to heterosexu-
als.

Love, and now fame
Windsor became a national

celebrity. President Barack
Obama called to congratulate
her. She was grand marshal of
New York City’s LGBT Pride
March and a runner-up to Pope
Francis for Time magazine’s
person of the year in 2013.

Two years later, on June 26,
2015, the Supreme Court made
same-sex marriage a constitu-
tional guarantee nationwide.

This month, Windsor will be
the focus of several honors.

The street sign at Fifth Av-
enue and Washington Square
North will be unveiled on June
20 with the names of Windsor
and Spyer.

Kasen-Windsor, who mar-
ried Edie Windsor in 2016, said
the location of the sign — in

front of the famous arch at
Washington Square Park —
was important for two reasons.

Windsor and Spyer lived in
an apartment nearby for
decades, she said. AndWashing-
ton Square Park long has
served as a gathering spot for
protesters of numerous causes
going back to the gay rights

Stonewall riots in 1969.
“It was important for me to

have her and Thea there be-
cause they are a representation
of civil rights for everybody,”
Kasen-Windsor said. “It wasn’t
just about LGBTQ people. It
was about everybody having
the rights and the freedom.”

The memorial in Southamp-

ton will consist of one large
heart made up of about 260 in-
terlocking hearts made of
bricks, Schneiderman said. The
names of Windsor and Spyer,
along with the date of their mar-
riage, will be on the heart at the
center, with all the others radi-
ating out from it.

Special place in town
Town officials often perform

civil weddings at Town Hall,
Schneiderman said, so the
memorial will be a spot where
couples can get married if they
want.
It will be dedicated June 26,

the anniversary of the Supreme
Court ruling legalizing same-
sex marriages nationwide.
People can pay $1,000 to have

their names engraved on one of
the hearts, he said. The pro-
ceeds will pay for the project, as
well as an expected $200,000do-
nation to the Edie Windsor
Health CareCenter in Hampton
Bays. The center specializes in
the treatment of LGBTQ people
but is open to anyone.
One person who has bought

a heart is Tom Kirdahy, a Tony-
winning Broadway producer
who was married to the late
well-known playwright Ter-
ence McNally.
“Ediewas one of themost joy-

ful, passionate, intelligent, kind
people I’ve ever met,” said Kir-
dahy, who grew up in Haup-
pauge. “She was literally a pro-
file in courage. She changed the
world for all of us, for the good.”
“I wouldn’t have been able to

marry my husband were it not
for Edie’s courage,” he added. “I
think about her every day of
my life.”

Windsor’s story will be fur-
ther memorialized through the
distribution of her archives —
photographs, letters and other
materials sitting in 250 boxes in
her longtime summer home in
Southampton, Kasen-Windsor
said.

The materials, which an ar-
chivist hired by Kasten-Wind-
sor is sorting through, will be
given to New York University,
the New-York Historical Soci-
ety, and the Obama Foundation
and Library in Chicago.
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Judith Kasen-Windsor holds a photo of Thea Spyer, left, and Edie Windsor. Windsor’s advocacy opened door to legal same-sex marriage.

pride inEdie’s courage
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\ The late EdieWindsor, a
Southampton summer
resident whomade history
by helping to open the door
to legalized same-sexmar-
riage, will be honored
throughout June’s Pride
Month.
\ A street sign with her
name and that of her long-
time partner, Thea Spyer,
will be unveiled nearWash-
ington Square Park inMan-
hattan.
\ A large heart made up
of 260 smaller interlocking
hearts will honor her in front
of Southampton TownHall.

New York City Council Speaker Christine Quinn, left, and Edie
Windsor, during a rally in Greenwich Village in 2013.
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