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Town Board Resolution 2023-1536

Meeting of December 21, 2023


Notice of Adoption of Climate Action Plan as an Element to the Town Comprehensive Plan

WHEREAS, as a Climate Smart Community, the Town of Southampton recognizes that climate change poses an existential threat to the well-being and livelihoods of its residents and surrounding environs, and that drastic reduction of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions is urgently needed to avert climate-related hazards and losses; and
WHEREAS, by Town Board Resolution 2022-355, the Town Board authorized the submission to the NYSERDA Clean Energy Communities Grant Program and by Resolution 2022-1250 accepted a grant award for the preparation of a Climate Action Plan; and
WHEREAS, by Resolution 2021-1123, the Town Board selected the consultant Ramboll to assist with the preparation of said Climate Action Plan as a supplement to the Town’s Comprehensive Plan with the objective of calculating a baseline GHG Emissions Forecast, organizing climate priorities to provide focal points for action by sector; providing strategies and an approach to achieving GHG reductions within each climate priority sector; identifying recommended policies, programs, projects and/or steps for the Board to consider for achieving each strategy to include the anticipated carbon reduction that can be achieved by implementing the recommended actions; cost, time frames and synergistic benefits to the community; and 
WHEREAS, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, State Environmental Quality Review (SEQR), upon review of the Environmental Assessment Form and supporting documentation prepared by the Department of Land Management, the Town Board of the Town of Southampton as lead agency determined that the proposed action involving the adoption of the Climate Action Plan as an addendum to the Comprehensive Plan would not have a significant environmental impact and adopted a Negative Declaration by separate resolution; now, therefore be it 
RESOLVED, that Local Law No. 47 of 2023 is hereby adopted as follows:
LOCAL LAW NO. 47 of 2023
A LOCAL LAW amending the Town's Comprehensive Plan to include a Climate Action Plan (CAP) element.
BE IT ENACTED by the Town Board of the Town of Southampton as follows:
Section 1. Legislative Intent.
As a coastal community, the Town of Southampton recognizes the likelihood of experiencing significant impacts to infrastructure, public health and safety, and natural resources due to climate change.  With its abundant coastal resources and unparalleled natural beauty, the Town of Southampton has long been a regional leader in promoting environmental stewardship and tackling climate change. In December 2013, the Town adopted the Southampton 400+ Sustainability Element which formally established a Town-wide target to become carbon neutral by 2040. 
The Climate Action Plan (“CAP”) goes a step further by offering a road map of strategies that will produce quantifiable reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.  It is therefore a framework document for measuring, tracking, and reducing greenhouse gas emissions and adopting climate adaptation measures. By establishing the baseline emission levels for the entire town and dividing it amongst seven sectors (Buildings, Clean Energy, Low Carbon Transportation, Sustainable design, and land use planning, Materials and Waste, Carbon Sequestration, and Capacity Building) the Climate Action Plan is able to present focal points in each sector with emission reduction accounting, cost considerations and timeframes. The Town Board finds that taking emissions into account when decision-making, planning and performing overall government operations sets the stage for achieving carbon neutrality and thereby limiting many of the negative impacts of greenhouse gas emissions here in our coastal community.
The Town of Southampton is committed to becoming a climate resilient community by utilizing the climate action plan as a customized roadmap for making informed decisions and understanding where and how to achieve the largest and most cost-effective emissions reductions that are in alignment with other municipal goals. 
Pursuing effective strategies, Southampton's climate resiliency will bolster the public health, safety and welfare of our constituents and the health of our environment so that we may thrive for generations to come.
SECTION 2.  Amend the Town of Southampton Comprehensive Plan as follows:
Include as an addendum the final “Climate Action Plan (CAP)” dated December 2023.
SECTION 3.  Severability.
If any section or subsection, paragraph, clause, phrase or provision of this law shall be judged invalid or held unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, any judgment made thereby shall not affect the validity of this law as a whole or any part thereof other than the part or provision so adjudged to be invalid or unconstitutional.
SECTION 4.  Effective Date.
This Local Law shall take effect upon the filing of this Local Law with the Secretary of State pursuant to the Municipal Home Rule Law.
AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk is hereby directed to publish the following Notice of Adoption:
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that, after a public hearing was held by the Town Board of the Town of Southampton, both in-person and via videoconferencing, on December 12 and December 21, 2023, the Town Board, at their meeting of December 21, 2023, adopted LOCAL LAW NO. 47 OF 2023 as follows: “A LOCAL LAW amending the Town's Comprehensive Plan to include a Climate Action Plan.”
Summary of Proposed Law
The Climate Action Plan is a document that assists making informed decisions and understanding where and how to achieve the largest and most cost-effective greenhouse gas emissions/carbon reductions that are in alignment with other municipal goals.
Copies of the Climate Action Plan, sponsored by Councilman John Bouvier, are on file in the Town Clerk’s Office, Monday through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. and on the Town website:
<https://www.southamptontownny.gov/1810/Climate-Action-Plan>







BY ORDER OF THE TOWN BOARD







TOWN OF SOUTHAMPTON, NEW YORK







SUNDY A. SCHERMEYER, TOWN CLERK
Financial Impact

None
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